PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

the support of all those Spaniards whose sense of
honour makes them put their hope of peace before
everything.

"The moment has come then, to return to our mission
and consequently to approach the Nationalist
Government and present to them the principles which
we consider essential for the laying down of arms, and
ending the war, while at the same time recognising
the facts of the situation. These principles are as
follows:

"i. A categorical and final declaration of national
sovereignty and integrity. We believe that the
Nationalist Government will be as interested as we
are in the confirmation of this principle, but we think
a guarantee from them is necessary, for the spirits of
everybody at home and abroad will be raised when
they feel the certainty and reality of this.

"2. The security that all civilians and soldiers who
have taken part honourably and cleanly, through
their enthusiasm or through their ideals, in this hard
and lengthy struggle, shall be treated with the
greatest respect3 both as persons and in the matter of
their interests.

"3. A guarantee that there will be no reprisals and no
sentences except those passed by competent tribunals
for which every kind of proof will be necessary,
including witnesses. To avoid mistakes it would be
best to define and limit in a clear and final manner
political and public crimes.
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